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Most seeds sleep through a season or two.
waiting for the warmer temperatures of spring.
But some take thejr time. Ten years might
pass before the bright red-orange seed of the
Texas mountain laurel shows its purple blooms.
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Ninety percent of the plants on Earth are flowering

plants. Flowering plants produce fruits—{ruits of
all shapes and textures that keep the seeds cozy
until they have found the right place to grow




Who would guess that a seed as small
as a freckle would grow into
the world’s tallest tree? Only ten percent of
redwood trees begin as seeds, though.
Most redwood trees spring from existing trees.
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Scientists call gymnosperms—

seeds that aren't clothed

in fruits—naked seeds. Most

on the scales of cones until

for the ground.
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naked seeds hide themselves

they're ready to make a dash
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The embryo's first meal comes from its seed leaves, or
cotyledons. Seeds with one seed leaf, like corn, are called monocots.
seeds with two seed leaves, like beans, are called dicots.
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Not all seeds are eager to germinate.
Some have lain dormant, or slept undisturbed,
{or more than a thousand years.

The oldest known seed to sprout
came from an extinct date palm tree.
After it was unearthed from a
long-ago king's mountaintop palace
in Israel, a scientist planted. it.
Four weeks later, it sproutedl
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Plants make their own food through a process
called photosynthesis. Inside plant leaves are cells
containing chemicals that abscrb sunlight. Light
gives them the energy they need to turn water and

carbon dioxide—a gas in the air—into food.
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