










The mosaics were made from tiny piece of stone or pebble that were 
cemented to the floor in intricate patterns. They would take a very long 
time to make and used thousands of little pieces. 
The Romans used a hammer and hardie to cut the stones to 
approximately 8-12mm. A hardie (on the left) is like a chisel, this would 
be stuck into a block of wood.

You don’t see lots of bright 
colours in Roman mosaics. 
This is because they mainly 
used natural stones. The red, 
used particularly in Britain, 
was from cut brick or tile. 
Occasionally, they might use 
bits of glass for a particular 
effect.

hardie

chisel



Many mosaics used 
Roman numerals to 
create a pattern. 





I 1

V 5

X 10

L 50

C 100

D 500

M 1000

What symbols 
can you spot to 

make these 
numbers? 





Today you are going to be trying to make your 
own Roman Mosaic. 
You will need:

• 1 A4 piece of paper/card
• 3 different colours of 1cm by 1cm squares 

(you will need to cut these before starting) 
• Scissors 
• Glue 
• Ruler 
• Pencil 



Making the mosaic:

1) Think of a Roman Numeral (1-12)

2) Draw your border 

3) Draw your Roman Numeral (1-12)

4) Pick 3 different coloured squares.

5) Carefully start sticking your coloured squares 
down. 

Do you think these instructions are very helpful? 
They are very simple so you might want to look at the next 
page with a picture on to help you work out how to make 
your mosaic. 



Do you notice that 
there are little 
gaps between 
each square?  



Now you have made 
your Roman mosaic, 
have a think about how 
you could improve those 
simple instructions. 
Could you add anything
in to make it clearer? 

Write these ideas down 
because we will talk 
about them tomorrow. 

Finished Roman mosaic!




