
Who are you talking to?

Or...  
Whaddya mean I’m talkin’ posh??



INFORMAL FORMAL



A. What type of language  would you 
use if you were...

• Giving the best 
man’s speech 
at a wedding

• A father 
scolding a child

• A 
Shakespearean 
actor

• Whispering to a 
friend in the 
cinema

• Greeting a 
neighbour on 
the road

• Reporting at a 
meeting of the 
School Council

• On the phone 
to your mum

• An actor in a 
soap

• A stand up 
comedienne



B. Pair each of the following sentences 
with their intended audience.

• “What lesson do we have 

next?”

• “Sorry I’m late Sir.”

• “I am an effective 

communicator and I work 

well with others.”

• “What ya doin Friday? Still 

goin to pics?”

• “I’ll do it later, honest.”

• An employer

• A peer / acquaintance 

• A close friend

• A teacher

• A parent



What makes this formal / informal ?



1. Owing to circumstances beyond our control, 
these stairs are unavailable for public use. 
Students are requested to avail of the windows.

The stairs are slippery. Climb out the window!

2. The deadline for entry submissions is Friday 
October 12th.

We’ve reached the last chance saloon, we’ve got 
until Friday to get our skates on.

Comparing Formal / informal 



3. The mechanic observed that the car had been 
poorly maintained and was in a state of disrepair.

Ah the motor was a complete banger, it wouldn’t 
even do my granny for her shopping, the state of 
it.

4. The food at our local restaurant La Tomatina is 
widely regarded and the mid-range prices are 
very reasonable.

Dinner is for a song, and the yummy deserts are a 
real bargain at that Spanish place.



Lets look today at 1 type of formal 
writing……



Writing Obituaries



About whom am I talking…?

• He was the first President of the 
United States of America, and the 
capital city is now named in his 
honour.

George Washington

• He became known as the King of Pop after 
having lots of famous hits, including Bad and 
Thriller.

Michael Jackson

• As the longest-reigning monarch of the 
country, and ruling over the whole British 
Empire, this woman became Queen back in 
1837.

Queen Victoria



What might you say about…

Winston 
Churchill

Nelson 
Mandela

David 
Beckham



Obituaries



What is an obituary?

 An obituary is a notice or announcement, 
especially in a newspaper, of a person's 
death, often with a short account of their life. 
It is often the first thing many people read in 
the news each day and may be the last 
word written about a person's life 



On 2nd February 2004 Mr Bugs Bunny 
left this world to join his fellow bunnies 
in the world of carrots. He was 79 years 
old.
Bugs had enjoyed a successful life as a 
film and cartoon star. Recently he had 
been awarded an Oscar for his role in 
the film Bunny Money.

Bugs leaves behind his adoring wife: 
Bugnelope and his 300 children. Fans 
and friends flocked to his service where 
seeds were planted for the Big toothed 
star.

His closest friend ‘Daffy Duck’ said 
there will never be another rabbit with 
so much talent and so much love to 
give. 

He will be sorely missed 



What must it include

 1.Date of death

This is the one part of an 
obituary that is absolutely 
necessary. You really 
cannot submit an obituary 
without stating that the 
person has passed away. 
You may also want to 
include where, how, and 
the age the person was at 
the time of death 



2.Life Story

 There are many aspects of a person's 
life story that you may want to include. 
Decide what you feel is most important 
and then try to put these things in 
chronological order.

-When and where the person was born

-Things about his/her childhood

-Education history (schools attended, 
degrees obtained, etc.)

-Who they married and when

-Where they lived and how long they 
lived in each place

-How many children they had

-Employment history



Personality

You probably will find that you really want to convey what 
type of person your loved one was. To do this, you could 
include any of the following:

-Personality Traits (easy going, hospitable, compassionate, 
etc.)

-Things they were interested in or activities they enjoyed

-What they will be most remembered/missed for 



The family & service

 Who they leave behind 

 Who attended the 
service ; where it was 
etc.



Finally
 Quotes / 

memories from 
close friends

 Photograph



Your task…..
 Your task is to plan and then write a short 

obituary for a famous person, character from 
film / tv or books; celebrating their life.

 You can research that character/person to 
make sure you get the correct information.


