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Sir Edmund Hillary
Sir Edmund Percival Hillary was born on 20th July 1919.

He is best known for being an Antarctic explorer 
and the mountain climber who, along with Nepalese 
mountaineer Tenzing Norgay, became one of the 
first people to reach the summit of Mount Everest.

Mount Everest is located in Nepal and is 
the highest mountain in the world.
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Edmund’s Childhood
Hillary was born in Auckland, New Zealand. At school, he spent a lot of
time reading books and dreaming about a life of adventure.

“Mount Ruapehu” by katarina_dzurekova is licensed under CC BY 2.0

He became interested in climbing during a trip to Mount Ruapehu in
New Zealand when he was 16 years old. He then became involved in
climbing groups.

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/ks2-subjects/ks2-history/ks2-history-significant-individuals
https://www.flickr.com/photos/128884785@N06/16069711619/in/photolist-qu2tpr-bVsT2P-XtRaso-Wh5D2d-XtRaSm-Wh5Brj-Wh5CKm-7QHG5A-CqUnRC-96yLn6-24P3abc-F9XGz4-96yMvH-73Ppwd-nhDDii-96yKYv-jGdGF-6NudNx-73Ktra-dyKT4s-73KsEP-8UkRcm-ePUYJ3-ePVNDE-ePU3Z5-nz9q6Z-ePVRHN-dyKU4G-dyKVi7-dyEthB-ePUeuq-k1CFAd-9hBCtv-s7rUz1-ePUiz5-ePVz6S-dyEpbk-7r12Cs-GNnHGi-dY997P-73KtJg-7r13fY-6bVjw-2c2NUpz-2c2NUdx-RjPvFX-NW2ZGM-NW3112-9fVS2D-btjVBE
https://www.flickr.com/photos/128884785@N06/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/uk/


An Invitation to Everest

In 1953, Hillary was invited to join a British 
climbing expedition to Mount Everest.          
Only one or two groups were allowed on 
Everest each year so this was a fantastic                               
opportunity for Hillary. Over 400 people                                                    
were involved in the expedition.

This was the ninth mountaineering 
expedition to Mount Everest.
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Climbing the World’s Highest 
Mountain

They had to climb the mountain in stages, moving higher every few weeks. 
As they got higher and higher, more and more people decided to stay behind. 

By the time they got to the final camp, 
there were only two teams left; one of 
those was Hillary and his partner, 
Tenzing Norgay.
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Reaching the Summit
On 29th May 1953, Edmund Hillary and Tenzing Norgay became the first
people in the world to make it to the summit of Mount Everest. This came
just three days after an attempt from the other team had failed to reach the
peak.

Without the sophisticated technology of modern-day climbers, the pair could
only stay at the top for a short time before turning back. The air at such a
high altitude contains less oxygen, making it hard to breathe.

“People do not decide to become extraordinary. They decide to 
accomplish extraordinary things.” 

Sir Edmund Hillary
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Other Facts about Sir      
Edmund Hillary

• He was knighted for having reached the summit of Mount Everest.

• He appears on the New Zealand five-dollar note.

• Hillary also scaled many other Himalayan mountains and took part in
expeditions to the South and North Poles (one with the astronaut Neil
Armstrong).

• Hillary spent a lot of his life helping the Sherpa people of Nepal with a
trust he founded called ‘The Himalayan Trust’. Sherpa is the name of a
group of people who live in the mountains of Nepal. The word 'Sherpa'
is often used to describe someone local to Mount Everest, who supports
climbers on their dangerous mission to the summit. Sherpas are paid to
prepare the route for climbers to follow, fix ropes in place and carry
vital equipment. Many are highly skilled and experienced climbers.

• He died at the age of 88 in 2008.

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/ks2-subjects/ks2-history/ks2-history-significant-individuals


“It is not the mountain we 
conquer, but ourselves.”

Sir Edmund Hillary
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