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Newspapers have a range of 
features that attract the reader.

What do you already know about 
newspapers? Have a chat to your 
partner for 2 minutes to see if 
you can think of any key 
features.
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the name of the 
newspaper at the top;

an interesting headline and sub-headline;

an introductory paragraph 
that includes the five Ws;

facts about the 
main events; 

writing in the third person 
and past tense;

quotes written as 
direct speech;“ ”

a conclusion paragraph 
to explain what might 
happen next.

captions for 
all pictures;

A newspaper report must include…
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Here is an 
example of a 
newspaper 
article.

Sub-
headline

Headline

Picture 
with a 
caption 
explaining 
the picture

Direct 
quotes in 
speech 
marks



HEADLINE

Newspapers use the headline to try 
to grab the readers’ attention. It 
might even use a pun, rhyme or 
alliteration. Which one of these 
catchy headlines makes you want 
to read more?
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BACK TO EARTH
WITH A BUMP!
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CRAZY, CHILLING 
CRIMINALS ON 

THE LOOSE!
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BOISTEROUS, 
BOOMING 

BROTHERS STRIKE 
AGAIN!
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Introductory Paragraph

A newspaper report begins with an introductory paragraph that 
includes the five Ws.

What 
happened?

When did 
it happen?

Where did 
it happen?

Who was 
involved?

Why did 
it happen?
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Third Person and Past Tense

A newspaper report should be written in the past tense. We are 
reporting on an event that has already happened and so past 
tense vocabulary should be used.
For example: chased (instead of chase), escaped (instead of 
escape).

A newspaper report should also be written in third person. This 
means that you are talking about someone that is not you or the 

reader so you are not directly addressing them.
For example: They, the brothers (not I or you). 



Can you spot the five Ws in the start of this report?

After a six month stay on the International
Space Station (ISS), astronauts Tim Peake,
Yuri Malenchenko and Timothy Kopra have
finally returned home to Earth.

Last week, British astronaut Tim Peake
returned home from an incredible six month
stay aboard the ISS, alongside his crewmates
Yuri Malenchenko and Timothy Kopra. He is
the first British astronaut to have lived on the
ISS.
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OUTRAGEOUS OUTLAWS BACK 
AGAIN!

After laying low for weeks, the James 
brothers were sighted again last night, this 
time breaking into a train trying to steal the 
red jewel!
Last night, at approximately 8pm, Jesse and 
Frank James broke into the train in the wild 
west. This happened after the brothers 
managed to break in unnoticed and tried to 
steal the precious stone.

Jesse and Frank James spotted 
breaking and entering into the train. 

Who is it about?
What happened? 
Where did it happen?
When did it happen?
Why did it happen? 



Captions and Pictures

Photos and captions will help to tell the 
story by giving the reader a snapshot of 
what has happened, where it happened 
or who it happened to. 

What caption could we 
write to describe what 

is going on this 
picture?

A caption explains to 
the reader what is 
happening in a picture. 
The caption is usually 
placed underneath 
the picture.

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/ks2-writing/ks2-non-fiction/ks2-newspapers


Captions and Pictures

Photos and captions will help to tell the 
story by giving the reader a snapshot of 
what has happened, where it happened 
or who it happened to. 

What caption could we 
write to describe what 

is going on this 
picture?

A caption explains to 
the reader what is 
happening in a picture. 
The caption is usually 
placed underneath 
the picture.
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What features do you need 
to remember to include in 
your newspaper report?

Take a look at this example, 
how many features can you find?

TWINKL TIMES
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What features do you need 
to remember to include in 
your newspaper report?

Take a look at this example, 
how many features can you find?

TWINKL TIMES

An interesting 
headline.

An introductory 
paragraph
that includes 
the five Ws.

TWINKL TIMES

Quotes are written 
as direct speech.

Facts about the 
main events.

The name of the 
newspaper at the 
top of the page.

Write in the 
third person 
and past tense.

A final concluding 
paragraph explains 
what might happen 
next.

Captions are 
added to pictures.
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Did I…

A Newspaper Report ChecklistUse this checklist to help you 
write your own newspaper report.

write the name of the 
newspaper at the top?

create an interesting headline and sub-headline? 

start with an introductory 
paragraph that includes 
the five Ws? 

include facts about 
the main events? 

write in the third person 
and past tense?

use quotes written as 
direct speech?“ ”

finish with a conclusion 
paragraph to explain what 
might happen next?

add captions to 
all pictures?
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