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Different names are given to hurricanes depending on 

where they form

1. Atlantic—we call them hurricanes

2. Pacific—they are called typhoons

3.  Indian Ocean—they are called cyclones
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Tonadoes …Grab Toto!!

TORNADOES

•Are a low pressure storm that usually 

forms over land

•in an average year, 800 tornadoes are 

reported in the U.S.

•a tornado is defined as a violently 

rotating column of air extending from a 

thunderstorm to the ground… the 

rotating column of air is called the vortex

•the vortex is only visible when debris 

and dirt gets carried up with the winds
THE HOOK



Where do they come from?

Tornadoes come from the 

energy released in a 

thunderstorm.

What makes them 

dangerous (as compared to 

hurricanes) is that their 

energy is concentrated in a 

small area, only a hundred 

yards across 



When & Where do they 

occur? 

Most common east of the 

Rocky Mountains and west

of the Appalachian 

Mountains. 

They occur mostly during the 

spring and summer (April-

June)

They usually occur during the 

late afternoon and early

evening. 

Usually happen along cold 

fronts 



How long is a tornado usually on 

the ground?

Can range from a few seconds 

to several hours ... 

5 minutes is average

How fast do tornadoes move?

Movement can range from 

virtually stationary to more 

than 60 miles per hour ... 

Average is 10-20 miles per hour.



https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/24879162

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/24879162


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SSx_gisp2
4w

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SSx_gisp24w




Your task …. 

• Create an explanation 
booklet describing these 
different sorts of extreme 
wind (use the pictures 
provided to enhance your 
booklet)

• Remember its all about 
the wind !!


